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Question 3 '
.

Suggested time—40 minutes.
(This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)
The term “overrated” is often used to diminish concepts, places, roles, etc. that the speaker believes do not deserve
the prestige they commonly enjoy; for example, many writers have argued that success is overrated, a character in a

novel by Anthony Burgess famously describes Rome as a “vastly overrated city,” and Queen Rania of Jordan herself
has asserted that “[b]eing queen is ~overrated.”

Select a concept, place, role, etc. to which you believe that the term “overrated” should be applied. Then, write a
well-developed essay in which you explain your judgment. Use appropriate evidence from your reading, experience,
or observations to support your argument.
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Question 3

Sample Identifier;: M
Score: 9

¢ Using appropriate and convincing evidence, the student argues effectively that conventional ideas of
success—fame, ivy league education—are overrated.

¢ The writer’s supporting examples (Bourdain, college admission scandal, the student’'s own yearning to
be an “Ivy League” admit) are especially thoroughly developed.

o The student furthers the argument in a sophisticated way by moving from the collective example of
celebrity to a personal example, showing the writer is not exempt from these ideas about success.

e The student goes beyond restating the thesis, exploring the idea that social media amplifies such ideas
about success (“The filters, the lighting—it all makes those experiences, those achievements, that
lifestyle, look so great”) which leads to a thoughtful conclusion that success must be measured in a
deeper way and that happiness should not be linked not to conventional notions of success but to “Joy
and Love. People, not things.”

+ The writer shows sophistication in their control of writing, making effective use of fragments and
rhetorical questions. .

Sample Identifier: D
Score: 8

¢ The student argues effectively that because people overlook the racism that Thomas Jefferson showed
in his writings and his life, they overrate his positive contributions to the nation.

¢ The writer employs appropriate and convincing evidence through a series of well-developed examples:
racism expressed in “Notes on the State of Virginia,” his founding of the University of Virginia to
counter Northern abolitionism, and the way he led his life—his relationship with his slave Sally
Hemings, his failure to free any slave except the children resulting from that relationship, and freeing
them only after his death,

» The writer makes an especially coherent, if one-sided, argument despite some lapses (“Notes” is not a
novel, and Social Darwinism emerged well after Jefferson’s time).

*  Generally, the student demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the effective
elements of prose—e.g., note how convincingly the student marshals evidence to reveal the
questionable motives behind Jefferson's founding of UVA: “The very structure of the school supports
slavery , as the buildings include rooms intended as slave quarters, and areas where slaves could work
without the white students seeing them,”

Sample Identifier: Q
Score: 7

+ The student argues that “grades are overrated because they cause unnecessary amounts of stress and
do not dictate your success.”

+ The writer uses appropriate and sufficient examples to support the argument that the emphasis on
high grades not only leads to stress (suicides at home and abroad resulting from grade pressure, girls
in lunchroom talking constantly about being stressed over Bs) but also that this emphasis is misguided
because grades do not ultimately determine success

*  The writer offers counterexamples that experience, internships, or a portfolio showcasing hobbies or
talents beyond school are much better indicators of achievement than a “misleading letter or a
number.,”

+ The writer demonstrates a more thorough development and a more complete explanation of the
argument than an essay that would score a 6.
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